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____________________1987 
 

THE SEWER BOARD OF THE CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA HELD A 

MEETING IN THE 3
RD
 FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY 

BUILDING, NEW ALBANY, INDIANA ON TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 2007 AT 3:30 

P.M. 

 

PRESENT: Vice Chairman Bill Utz, Kevin Zurschmiede, Todd Solomon and Larry 
Kochert.   
 
OTHERS: Attorney Greg Fifer, Tim Crawford, Brian Dixon and Rob Sartell, EMC, and 
City Clerk Marcey Wisman. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

Mr. Utz called the meeting to order at 3:32 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

APPROVAL OR CORRECTION OF THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: 

 

Mr. Kochert moved to approve the May 15, 2007 minutes as amended, Mr. Solomon 

second, all voted in favor. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS - PUBLIC: 

 

Darren White, directors of Silver Heights Camp, reported that they are putting in four 
cabins and they need credits for the cabins. 

 

Tina Haley, stated that she is aware that they need cabins but has nothing in regards to 
credits for cabins 

 

Mr. Fifer stated that he believes that they are exempt from needing credits because they 
are only rented out periodically in the year, but it should be noted for Consent Decree 
purposes. 

 

Maurice King addressed the board regarding an issue of contractors using a fire hydrant 
for watering trees on a property.  He and his neighbors contacted IN-AWC who 
eventually came out and made him get a meter.  He doesn’t understand why it is okay for 
him to use water free gratis for this purpose but he and Mr. Farmer could not get 
adjustments for fixing leaks to their pools. 

 

Mr. Fifer informed him that this issue with adjustments is under advisement with the 
board at this time. He explained that according to state law anyone connected to the 
sewer line is billed for the amount of water they are using and the individual in question 
does not have a structure to hook up to, and if IN-AWC believes he is stealing their water 
then they need to deal with him. He informed Mr. King that the water coming from the 
hydrant is not affecting the individuals paying for sewer, and that the issue he has with 
his leaky pool is being considered but he has to give the board time to investigate it 
before bringing further allegations before them.  
 

Brad Schroeder addressed the board regarding the project that he is requesting credits 
for in Georgetown. 

 

Brian Dixon stated that he never received a map showing where they will be hooking to 
the system but if he could get that info to him he would go take a look at it.  
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COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS 

 

Chuck Simons wanted to inform the board of issues regarding the poor condition of the 
streets that have been cut for sewer repairs. He stated that there was a loop that was cut 
by a contractor to the traffic signal out on Charlestown Rd & McDonald Lane. that also 
needs to be addressed and repaired.  
 
Brian Dixon stated that he went out and personally checked the one on Charlestown Rd. 
& McDonald Lane because that was the location that he thought Mr. Simons had talked 
about before and no one was delayed more than 50 seconds. 
 
Mr. Simons said that they paid an engineer to put that signal on a timer so that it would 
be consistent with a loop. 
 
Mr. Dixon stated that if it were on a timer it would go the same time every time and there 
wouldn’t be varying delays.  
 
Mr. Simons stated that the loop was cut and if they could go out together he would show 
him.  

 

Mr. Fifer asked why this is just now being addressed if it was cut two years ago, and 
asked if they ever got a report on this. He stated that they had contractors doing this work 
and if they had been made aware of the issue they could have had them come back and 
fix the issue while the work was still under warranty. He asked Mr. Simons how much it 
would cost to fix it and stated that if they are responsible for it then they need to fix it but 
he just has questions about an out of town electrician being the first one to notice that 
there was a problem.  
 
Mr. Dixon asked if they had complaints about it and what were the complaints. 
 
Mr. Simons said they did have complaints and that is how he found out about it and that 
he is just here to inform the board of the issues and doesn’t want to be cross-examined 
about who came out to inspect it.  
 
Mr. Utz said they need some monetary information before they can do anything. 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that he has just said that if it were an issue that one of their contractors 
caused then the board would have no other recourse than to pay to have it fixed but this is 
the first that they are hearing about it and they are just asking him to work with them to 
make sure it was one of the boards contractors that made the mistake and he doesn’t 
understand why he came in with this attitude.  
 
Mr. Simons stated that his attitude comes from his frustration about the condition of the 
street in the city. 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that those are two separate issues and the work that was done was all 
that the city could financially afford to do but there have been discussions both internally 
and with the City Council as to whether or not they are responsible for repairing the 
streets and the Council just authorized $900,000.00 in street repairs, and they are still 
considering helping with that funding.  
 
Mr. Utz stated that there money was  requested by the sewer board when the sewer rate 
was proposed for street repairs but it was council rejected it.  
 
Mr. Simons apologized for the heated discussion and stated that he was just there to 
inform them of the situation and he felt attacked.  
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Mr. Fifer asked if there was an inspection log kept while they were performing that 
work. 

 

Mr. Christmas stated that he could check to see if the inspector saw any damage done to 
those loops. 

 

Mr. Fifer asked Mr. Dixon and Mr. Christmas if they would find out who the delta rep 
was and meet him on site and find out when they will open it up and verify the damage.  

 

SEWER ADJUSTMENTS: 

 

Kelly Welsh presented an adjustment for Mrs. Bonnie Rose at 1514 Locust St. in the 
amount of $856.17 for a broken water line between the house and the meter. 

 

Mr. Solomon had a concern with the amount of the adjustment. 

 

Mr. Utz asked if Mr. Solomon was saying that the adjustment should be $752.59 
 
Mr. Solomon said yes.  

 

Mr. Solomon moved to approve recalculations that include the 4/7 usage of 27 in the 

calculation, Mr. Kochert second, all voted in favor. 

 

Mrs. Welsh reported that they have been filing a lot of liens and they have been given an 
updated spreadsheet on these.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Item # - Janus Development re: 821 Mt. Tabor Road leak adjustment 

 

Colin Receuver addressed the board regarding a leak that they had at one of their 
properties at 821 Mt. Tabor when a pipe was severed and they had about $5000-$6000 
dollars in repairs and had a $22,000.00 water bill that month and is asking for credit. 

 

Mr. Utz stated that they couldn’t put this to a vote until Mr. Solomon arrived.  
 
Colin Receuver explained again that they had a water leak from a line that had been 
severed. 
 
Mr. Solomon asked where the leak went 
 
Mr. Receuver explained that it went down the retaining wall into the storm drain and 
that they noticed it as soon as they received the bill. He stated that it ran under the 
retaining wall underground and that is why it wasn’t noticeable. He explained that they 
checked all the plumbing in the building and couldn’t find anything.  
 

Mr. Solomon motioned to award the credit of $16,403.22, Mr. Zurschmeide second, 

all voted in favor. 

 

Item #2 - Billy Greenwell, Greenwell Plumbing RE: Sewer Credit request for 10,800 

credits for Hickory Creek Apts. on Scott Road. 

 

Mr. Greenwell addressed the board regarding building apartments on Scott Road behind 
his business.  He will need 10,800 credits for 36, two bedroom apartments.  He stated that 
he has always had a good working relationship with the city and he hopes that he can 
count on their cooperation with this project. 
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Mr. Fifer said that because they still need to go through zoning he would suggest not 
approving anything at this time and they have to get official notification from IDEM that 
they have the available credits.  
 
Mr. Utz stated that they cannot vote on this until Mr. Solomon is present. 
 
Mr. Utz asked Mr. Greenwell to inform Mr. Solomon of his request. 
 
Mr. Greenwell explained his request to Mr. Solomon.  

 

Mr. Solomon asked if they had any capacity issues.  
 
Mr. Dixon stated that they shouldn’t have any.  
 
Mr. Solomon asked where that line fed into 

 

Mr. Dixon stated basin 14 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that they just need to approve the holding of credits so that he can move 
forward with this project, but not to process the paperwork yet. 
 

There was a lengthy discussion regarding Basin 14 and where he would hook to the 

system. 

 

Mr. Solomon motioned to approve 10,800 credits for Hickory Creek Apt., Mr. 

Zurschmeide second, all voted in favor. 

 
Ron Thompson reported that he was told to be here tonight to request a sewer tap and 
credits for L & D Mailmasters for a new warehouse with bathrooms for a full time staff 
of two. 
 
Mrs. Haley stated that it would be 40 credits and she would need to get the plans and 
asked if they could cover the request from L & D Mailmasters for the credits. 
 

Mr. Solomon motioned to approve 40 credits for L & D Mail Masters, Mr. Kochert 

second, all voted in favor. 

  

OLD BUSINESS: 

  

Item #2-Donohue re: Project Update  

  

Paul Elling reported on the 15th Street project.  He stated that Greenbaum has received 
the permit to do the borings but they cannot get a flagman to direct trains while they are 
doing the work.  He did get a copy of the railroad track and it does show that the railroad 
has a 20’ right-of-way along the track and he got a copy of the 1870 ordinance from the 
City Clerk’s office that is very vague in what the city can or cannot do within that right-
of-way. 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that in essence the City granted the railroad the right to use all of its rite-
of-ways subject to the terms of that agreement. He stated that they should not be 
obligated to pay them any fees because it is the City’s right-of-way and they can’t bill 
them for something they don’t own.  
 
Mr. Dixon stated that they have an invoice for Mac Construction and unfortunately they 
paid it even though the board told them not to. He explained that he believe that they 
wanted to keep a working relationship with the railroad  

 

Mr. Fifer asked if we have proof of that payment.  
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Mr. Dixon stated that he didn’t ask for it but he is sure he can get it.  
 
Mr. Elling asked about the status of the cleaning and televising contract. 
 
Mr. Dixon stated that he hasn’t received much, but he did receive something from Pipe 
Eyes and he isn’t sure what else he can do.  
 
Mr. Solomon stated that he thought their quote was very high. 
 
Mr. Dixon asked if they wanted to approve the Pipe Eyes contract. 
 
Mr. Solomon stated that unless it would hold Mr. Elling up on this project that he would 
like to wait until they get a scope from Pipe Eyes. 
 
Mr. Elling said that it is not holding him up 
 
Mr. Solomon asked if they could write the scope that they wanted.  
 
Mr. Dixon stated that Mr. Elling had given them their expectations and he was 
comfortable giving them a cost not to exceed. 
 

Item #2 - Clark Dietz re: Project Update 

 
Wes Christmas reported that the Robert E. Lee Interceptor project has been completed 
except for the trees.   He stated that they went to get the trees from the nursery and they 
cannot get them until the fall.  He stated that he and Team would like an extension to get 
the trees in during the fall.  He stated that the warranty period would not begin until they 
plant the trees. 
 
Mr. Kochert asked about the issue of the buckets in the line. 
 
Mr. Dixon stated that they have agreed to pay. 
 

Mr. Kochert motioned to extend until November 1, Mr. Zurschmeide second, all 

voted in favor. 

 
Mr. Christmas reported that they have gotten the applications off for the permits in 
Basin 35 
 
Mr. Fifer asked when they get those if he could get copies to Shelly for appraisal.  
 
Mr. Christmas asked about the bond for the rite-of-way at Charlestown Rd.  
 
Mr. Dixon reported that has gone to Culpepper Cooper and he is taking care of it. 
 
Mr. Christmas also commented on Mr. Brinkworths project for Autumn View in basin 
35 and they are willing to purchase some taps up-front  
 
Mr. Solomon commented on the memo and some items that are in discrepancy. 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that last night the council approved $1.54 M, the $1.3M is available 
from the SRF bond sale, and they are waiting to hear back from Redevelopment for 
$900,000 in TIF funds and all this money can be used for projects.  He stated that they 
need to have a work session where they sit down with Mark McCormick. 
 
Mr. Solomon stated that he thinks that Clark Dietz needs time to get the flow readings 
and create a cost projection for the projects. 
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It was decided that the board would have a work session on June 16 at 9:00 a.m. at 

the sewer plant to discuss the sewer projects and to prioritize them.  

 

Item #3- Gary Brinkworth re: Autumn View 

 

Mr. Brinkworth stated that Mr. Winterheimer is willing to pay for 24 – 30 taps up front. 
 
Mr. Ruckman stated that they were scheduled to be annexed and they were wondering if 
they would have to pay in-town or out of town fees and he feels that this needs to be 
resolved before this moves forward.   

 

Mr. Utz asked what the time line is for their project. 

 

Mr. Ruckman stated that they have been sitting on this project for 2 years and they 
could certainly wait another year.       

 

Mr. Zurschmiede stated that they need to know what they are willing to pay up-front so 
that they will need to know if they will have all the funds needed to complete the basin 35 
project. 

 

Mr. Ruckman asked if they did the contract today would it be approximately a year 
before the project is completed totally 

 

Mr. Brinkworth informed the board that Mr. Winterheimer is willing to pay the up-front 
tap fees in two phases. 

 

Mr. Fifer stated that the board is going to vote on priorities and see how far they can 
stretch the money to the projects left over.  

 

Mr. Solomon stated that they need to know what they are willing to pay up-front so that 
they can figure this amount into construction cost.  
 
Mr. Utz asked them to have information for them by the June 16 meeting. 

 

Mr. Fifer stated that he is less concerned with the time period for the projects as he is for 
the total number of dollars they are willing to put on the table 

 

Mr. Brinkworth stated that he has another project in Georgetown for 11 duplex units.  
He stated that in the past there was a trailer on the property with a septic system.  

 

Mr. Fifer stated that they have a contractual obligation to Georgetown to treat up to 
226,000 gallons per day regardless.  
 
Mr. Sartell stated that we are currently treating 160,000 gallons a day. 
 
Mr. Fifer asked if they are applying for the IDEM permit and can they not get the permit 
until they are approved  
 
Mr. Solomon stated that there was a report from Clark Dietz that stated that Robert E. 
Lee pump station can only handle 80,000 more gallons per day and that has been met and 
he doesn’t believe that we can move forward with this because we cannot create a 
situation where there could be overflows because the EPA does not care what our 
contract is with Georgetown. 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that he does not know what the report says that he would have to take a 
look at it. 
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Marc McCormick presented the impact information for changing the summer watering 
program and the financial report for the month of April.  He stated that if they want to 
add the month of May to the Summer Watering program and not lose revenue they could 
add 3% to the total rate for all the summer months. 

 

Mr. King stated that he doesn’t have a problem with the summer watering program but 
that he has an honest leak. He stated he paid his water bill, he hasn’t been out using too 
much water he simply has a legitimate leak that ran underground. He stated he has had 
the pool for over 14 years and has never asked for a credit like this.  
 
Mr. Kochert stated that he would rather approve of a leak issue that is proven rather than 
give a rebate or taxing everyone to pay for a handful of people that have pools.  

 

Mr. Utz asked if the board could reconsider Mr. King and Mr. Farmer’s issues. 

 

Mr. Fifer stated that this board should not be dealing with issues like adjustments for 
pools that it should be done at the office level and if they start approving adjustments for 
leaks in pools they will have individuals line up for the meetings to request adjustments.  
 
Mr. King said that Ms. Welsh did try to do what she was required to do but he wasn’t 
happy with it so he made the decision to come to the board for further action, but that he 
wasn’t aware that it was supposed to stay in her office and if this was a policy that was 
advertised then he can guarantee that he isn’t the only one that doesn’t know about it.  
 
Mr. Fifer stated that he believes Ms. Welsh should be able to take care of any claim 
where the individual has proof of the claim that is being made.  

 

Mr. Zurschmiede made a motion to approve the adjustments for Mr. King and Mr. 

Farmer under the leak provision, Mr. Kochert second, all voted in favor. 

 

Mr. McCormick stated that if you look at the average income of Silver creek customers 
compared to the IN-AWC average it appears that the city could collect more if they took 
all the billing in house.  He went on to explain the April financial report which shows that 
the sewer is still subsidizing the sanitation department. 

 

Mr. Fifer asked if he could get with Kay and the State Board of Accounts to see if there 
is anyway they can write off the outstanding dept from the sanitation department so that 
they can set up a separate account. 

 

Mr. Solomon stated that they need to have a monthly budget. 

 

Mr. McCormick stated again that he believes that they should take over all of the sewer 
billing. 

 

Mr. Solomon stated that at last nights meeting Mr. Gahan addressed the issue of the fact 
that the board has not voted on a budget and he agrees with him.  However, he believes 
that there needs to be a caveat added that states they can not guarantee the amount of tap 
fees projected 
 

Mr. Zurschmiede stated that he believes that these projects do not need to be listed 
individually but there should be a project amount budgeted in full. 

 

There was a lengthy discussion as to how the budget should be set up for the Sewer 

Utility. 
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EMC REPORT:  
 
Tim Crawford reported on the investigation of the grit in the oxidation ditches.  He 
stated that Rob built a “slug judge” to monitor the system and no grit has been building 
up since then. 
 
Mr. Solomon stated that he was concerned about the grit in ditch 3. 
 
Rob Sartell reported that they went out there and found that the grit was in suspension 
 
Mr. Fifer explained that what he saw was four inches of caked up materials at the bottom 
of the diffusers that was starting to dry up and crack. He stated that with the rest of them 
you could see the concrete bottoms and he shared the concerns about the diffusers getting 
clogged up and he is monitoring that now.  
 
Mr. Sartell stated that they have not had to use that ditch and that there has not been any 
capacity related SSO’s since April, 2006. 
 
Mr. Dixon stated that he has still not been able to get a third quote on the exposed pipe 
on Clear Stream Court.  He stated that Aqua Services was the lowest bidder at 
$11,450.00. 
 

Mr. Solomon motioned to approve Aqua Services bid for $11,450, Mr. Kochert 

second, all voted in favor. 

 

Mr. Dixon stated that he did have the invoice on the Mac Construction issue and it was 
in the packet and he didn’t know if they wanted to take action on it.  
 
Mr. Fifer said they need to hold off until they get proof. 
  

BIDS: 

 
 

CLAIMS: 

 

Mr. Dixon presented the following claims: 

 

Donohue & Associates   Invoice #14   $1779.00 
      Invoice #3   $1777.50 
CDI      Invoice #41601  $24,225.00 
      Invoice #41602  $1,500.00 
      Invoice #41502  $2015.00 
MET      Invoice #156958  $2609.00 
      Invoice #157314  $1,229.00 
K&E Environmental    Invoice #474   $2,442.24 
Delta Services     Invoice #34258  $13,500.00 
AAA Plumbing Doctor   Invoice #10224  $3,130.00 
      Invoice #10225  $1,025.00 
 
Team Contracting    Invoice #07   $2,600.00 
      Invoice #07   $1,400.00 
EZ Construction Co.    Invoice #3081   $4,845.00 
      Invoice #3082   $3,225.00 
IN Dept. of Revenue    Form HC-500   $100.00 
 
 
Mr. Kochert asked about the invoices for work on McDonald Lane. 
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Mr. Dixon stated that the work was done on other manholes than the ones that were 
originally planned.  
 
Mr. Zurschmeide reported that the alley behind the 1700 block of Ekin has not been 
repaved. 
 
Mr. Dixon stated that he would hold that until after that is completed. 
 

Mr. Solomon moved to approve minus the EZ Construction for $4845.00, Mr. 

Zurschmeide second, all voted in favor. 

 

Mr. Solomon stated that the Ice Miller Invoice has a stamp that shows it was approved 
by the Board of Works and he was wondering why the Board of Works is approving their 
claims. 
 
Greg Fifer presented a claim for the property between Rainbow Drive and Mt. Tabor 
Road for the total amount of $13,413.77 to be approved by the board. 
 

Mr. Kochert motioned for Kay to write a check for $13, 413.77, Mr. Zurschmiede 

second, all voted in favor. 

 
Mr. Fifer presented a marked up copy and a clean copy of the EMC contract for their 
review.  He stated that there are some questions regarding the appropriate level of 
insurance coverage for both EMC and the City and Culpepper Cooper is looking into 
that.  He mentioned that the clean copy is open to change and that they could discuss this 
at the June 16 meeting and take final action at the next regular meeting. 
 

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the insurance clause of the agreement. 

 

Mr. Solomon asked when they will get the amended consent decree. 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that they had one but that the EPA wants to make some more changes. 
 
Mr. Solomon asked how Fox/Cotner was going. 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that they were ordered back to mediation and they were ordered to have 
three members there. 

 

Mr. Utz asked Mr. Fifer if he had the sewer back-up policy finished. 

 

Mr. Fifer stated that he has a rough draft and is waiting on revisions of some contracts.  

 

Mr. Solomon made a motion to send the letter to 511 Windover contingent upon the 

verification of the amount owed, Mr. Zurschmeide second, all voted in favor. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

There being no further business before the Sewer Board, the meeting adjourned at 7:16 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_______________________________ ________________________________ 
Mayor James Garner, Chairman  Marcey J. Wisman, City Clerk 
 


